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oDecl ar e
among the nations,

his marvelous deeds

among all peoples
(I Chron 16:24).

Westlake seniors teII a crowd ohlldren about Jesus using the medium of drama on
their recent mission trip to the Dominican Republic.

Reflections on a LifeChanging Experience

Three heartfelt testimonies from Westlake senior students who were on the trip

This April, the senior class went on
a week-long mission trip to the
Dominican Republic. For a number
of years, Westlake has worked
together with SCORE International
to give seniors this opportunity.

Living and working in a third-
world country was an eye-opening
experience for me. Every morning,
we would rise early, eat breakfast
and load a bus to drive to wherever
we would be working that day.

Some days we would go to rural
areas, where we would minister to
impoverished villages by distributing
food, playing with the kids and
sharing our testimonies. We also
visited orphanages, several of which

opened their doors to children with
physical and mental disabilities. It
was especially enlightening to
spend time with these children and
realize just how beautiful each and
every one of them was. The smiles
of those kids kept us going through
the hot and sweaty day.

Being on the mission trip changed
my perspective and brought me
closer to God. He has shown me
that the work did not end there. |
have many ways to minister right
here in the U.S. | believe God does
not want me to live a life of lost
opportunities, but a life of willing
service to Him.

Christina Jumper, WCA Senior
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The trip to the Dominican Republic will be a time that |
will always treasure. How will the world know about
God if we dondét go out t
The best thing about the trip was that we took the time
and money to serve others and be a blessing to them,
instead of ourselves.

One thing | learned during the
week we were there, through one
of my classmates, is that God truly
gives us talents in different areas.
Some are good with children and
others are talented in physical labor.
The incredible thing is that God
wants us to be doing the things that
He designed us to like for His glory...
He plans for us to use those talents to serve Him.
One thing that was on
my mind there is that
serving less fortunate
people was great,

but we sh

only provide them

with  things that
~donot | ac

always great to feed

a village and play

= with kids, but food

- can be gone pretty

o . .

S quickly and playing

has to end some time. The most important thingto do

is feed them with the Word of God. As important as

our physical body is, it is more important to help

them feed their spirit. Once their spirit is fed, they

can learn to rely on God to provide for their physical
needs.

This mission trip helped me to realize how

i mportant it is to be

more important than telling others about Jesus
Christ!

Kelley Perry, Westlake Senic w

Ever since | first
began attending
Westlake, | was
excited about
the idea of serving
God in a foreign
Nation. However,
| had no idea that
going to the Dom- ¥~ =
inican Republic "
was only the beginning. It was what God taught me
when | arrived there, that was the true highlight of the
experience. On this trip, God taught me how to love
people who are different from me. | had always
thought of myself as a loving person but there was
much more that God wanted to teach me about love.
! | . Throughout my life, |
have always found my-
self feeling very un-
" comfortable around
people with physical
or mental handicaps. |
never knew exactly
P how to relate to them.
It made me very nervous when | was told that we
would be serving at an orphanage for handicapped
children. As much as | wanted to play with them and
get to know all of the

That was until 1 met a little girl by the name of
Elisa. She was mentally sound, but without the use
of her hands and feet. But she refused to let that stop
her. She refused to let anyone do things for her that
other six-year-olds do for themselves. That meant
learning how to feed herself and get around on her
own. She also had enough personality for a whole
kindergarten class! She would play and make jokes
like any other child her age.

Meeting her showed me that children with
disabilities are still children, and it opened the door
for me to get to know ; ,
the other children. I am
so grateful that God
taught me this lesson
through this amazing
little girl.

Kahla Jackson,
Westlake Senior
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WCA Junior Jason Leman Earns Eagle Scout Rank
Jason Leman, a Westlake Christian Academy junior, achieved the exclusive

rank of Eagle Scout in April. Eagle Scout is the highest attainable rank within

Boy Scouts of America, an honor bestowed upon less than 5% of boy scouts.

Jason is a member of Troop 96 in Grayslake.

Eagle Scout candidates must meet stringent requirements, including 21 merit
badges and the planning and execution of a significant service project. Jason
holds 30 badges, and chose his project to benefit Westlake Christian Academy
by renovating a remote attic movie-projection room above the school
gymnasium. The space had been dark, inaccessible and abandoned for years.
Now, it is fully functional and accessible, with bright lights, carpet, and freshly
painted walls flanked with useful storage shelves that Jason recycled from
The project spanned a full year, and

resour c careerin full-time ministry. A M yaith has grown at

obsolete wooden stage backdrops.

through Jasonds
other dirt-cheap supplies and volunteer labor, the
budgeted $600 project cost a mere $40 to complete.

Community service through scouting has become a
lifestyle for Jason. He has helped with the PADS
homeless organization, food pantries, blood drives,
Walk for Life, and placing flags on veterans @raves at
Memorial Day, to name a few. @ @ntributing to these
efforts has helped me develop an intuitive sense of the
needs of others, 0 s a y 8Wheheaes loatiend any
event, | have a keen awareness of all that had to be done
to make it happen. | feel compelled to help.o

Scouting has also given Jason the opportunity to
become an experienced camper through monthly
camping and canoe trips. Earning his Wilderness
Survival Merit Badge at Camp Makajawan presented a
special challenge, as he was allowed to bring only two
matches, a knife and a water bottle. With no other
supplies, his troop had to build a shelter and a fire from
natural resources, and spend the night.

Through scouting, Jason has gained invaluable
experience working with people, and has learned how to
diligently and consistently work towards a significant
goal over a period of years. Jason started working
towards his Eagle Scout rank in fifth grade, when he

began participating 1in
student.
Jason has been attending Westlake full-time

throughout high school, and now is an extraordinary
flauti st [
playing flute since fourth grade, and owns and plays
about 15 flutes from around the world, including
piccolo and Irish flute. In his earlier years, Jason would
practice up to 6 hours a day. Jason also served as troop
bugler, singsint h e s concertochoid, $s secretary
of the WCA Student Council, and is on the high honor
roll. Jason plans to attend a Christian college to pursue a

\

poncett hamd. d$He hao lmedn ¢

Westlake as | haveseenGod pr ovi de f
every need again and again, 0  dasoty. SHe has
been particularly inspired by the commitment of
Westl akeds teachers tc
they are in their spiritual journey, lovingly discipling
them towards greater maturity in their faith and their
lives.

Alumnus Starts Shoe Ministry

The following is exerpted from the inaugural newsletterf o
we runministry, co-founded by Keith Krassilass 0f2004

| played basketball at Gordon College, a small
NCAA division Il school just north of Boston, MA.
Well, to say that | played basketball at Gordon is a
bit of a stretch. In reality, | cheered very loudly for
my teammates from the bench. | was, as they say, a
role player.

At the beginning of each season, every player on
the team received a new pair of basketball shoes.
Even t hough I di dnot
previous year6s shoes,
new pair of Nikes. | started thinking to myself,
Asurely there is somec
that could use these s

| began collecting used shoes at Gordon in the fall
of 607 without any rea
would go. Although | had no ambition to start a
nonprofit at that point, I kept coming back to the
initial reality that | several pairs of gently worn shoes
in my closet, and there had to be a need somewhere.

After graduating from Gordon, | immediately
became an assistant coach at the college. The
summer following my first year as a coach, the team

was fortunate enough to go to Argentina for two
continued on back
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Get on the Bus!

WCA needs an activity bus!
Recent legislation passed here in
lllinois  prevents us  from
transporting any students in our
current 15-passenger school van.

Consequently, we would like to
raise approximately $25,000 for a
used 14-passenger activity bus that
is in good condition.

The good news is that over
$17,000 is already taken care of
through what we will receive for a
trade-in on our old vehicle, a
generous senior class gift and
contributions made by the athletic
and music departments.

This leaves $8,000 that we are
trusting God to provide. This
amount could easily be covered by:

~ 8 individuals at $1,000 each,

~16 individuals at $500 each, or
~32 individuals at $250 each

We are also offering corporate
advertising sponsorships  for
$1,000. If you are interested in
donating or have any questions,
please call Jeff Wilcox at 857-548-
6209.

continued from page 3

weeks. While in Argentina, | met a girl whose parents were
missionaries in Southeast Asia. Their ministry included a soccer
school for the youth in their community. We continued to talk
and she mentioned that many of the kids that played at this school
wereuna bl e to participate in t
first rule of the year-end tournament is that each player must have
shoes.

This broke my heart. |l co
investing in building a team and then not even being able to play.
| knew immediately where | would send the shoes | had been
collecting.

Over the past several months this very basic principle of
getting used shoes to people in need has spread and we have sent
shoes to Asia, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti; in addition to
giving shoes to people in our church and locally in
Massachusetts.

We dondt know wlseweeun litiovdarei s
trying to practice obedience and simply follow His direction.

Keith Krass, co-founder
SO we run Inc.

2303 Broughton Dr.
Beverly, MA 01915

Email Keith at:
Keith@sowerun.org
'./, ‘i’f;_,_ Y Q‘,i (4 ;‘ N

WCA Alumnus and cefounder of so
we runministry, Keith Krass (righ)

Visit their website:
WWW.SOWerun.org
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